[Genes that make the endothelial identity].
The endothelium is a tissue with a distinct identity due to the specific expression of molecular markers by endothelial cells. Further, the endothelium displays a structural heterogeneity illustrated by the expression of specific markers in arteries and in veins. Here, we present a review of the transcriptional and epigenetic mechanisms regulating the expression of the main markers of endothelial cells in man and mouse, demonstrating that there is no common and unique mechanism of specific expression of genes in these cells.